Stanford Forum.

Meeting held on 13th September 2007, 7-30PM,

At the Methodist Church Hall, High Street, Stanford le Hope.


1
Apologies received from, Trevor & Jackie Robe, Councillors Eddie Hardiman and Terry Hipsey.

Attending
Terry & Joan Piccolo, Alan Farenden, Andrew Brown, PC Bradley Cox & colleagues, Dave & Cherie Sargeant, & approximately 60 local residents.

2
Minutes of the last meeting.
Signed as a true record by Terry Piccolo, Proposed 

Dave Sargeant, 2nd Alan Farenden.

3
Canvey Island-Manorway Link. Trevor Hutchinson from Thurrock Council.

I am from the Sustainable Transport section for Thurrock Council, road improvements and infrastructure. 

At the full Council meeting on 25th October 2006 the Council resolved to oppose any 3rd road off Canvey Island (Into Thurrock?) via the Manorway. The discussion followed a feasibility study by South Essex Transport. Questioned investigation of other routes off Canvey Island.

Thurrock Council is not involved in any discussions with Canvey Island on a possible link road of any kind.

Terry Piccolo, Thurrock Council is against any form of link road. With the P&O development, 100,000 RO-RO units at Tilbury (1000 HGV’s a week) the Manorway and A13 will be overloaded.

Q
 Any advice, is the proposed link road more than a Canvey Island pipe dream?

A
The Council have had No discussion with Canvey Island.

Q
Is a petition a good way to make our views known?

Q
On what grounds does Thurrock Council object?

A 
100,000 movements at Tilbury Dock; planning permissions already exist, not in our remit. The Dock links directly to the A13. There is no 2nd access planned for P&O, accidents will cause chaos. The Secretary of State has said HGV not to use the B1420.

However the Secretary of State for Local Communities has said it is Perfectly Reasonable to use the B1420!

If a link road were built, then in an emergency 5000 HGV’s could access the A13 via Canvey Island!

Capacity, local government plan, both the Manorway and A13 will be over capacity, £4,000,000 allocated for carriageway widening.

Q
49000 HGV’s a day via the Manorway?

A
P&O say 5000 HGV’s a day plus employee vehicles.

Issues with both the Junction with the A13, and the A13-M25 Junction 30. If a road were to be built then road improvements would be made. 

Priority would probably be M25 Junction 30; A13; A13-Manorway junction; then junction to Canvey Island. This is probably the approach that Thurrock Council will take.

Q
Thurrock Council is opposed to a link. For 30 years Canvey Island and Castle Point have built up the area, and now have too much traffic. Use of the Manorway will split the community; the heavy traffic will generate fumes which can spread 500 metres from the road.

A
Thurrock Council have no control over Canvey Island or Castle Point, and also opposed the P&O port planning application. The split of the community was opposed by the Council, and imposed by Central Government. A 2nd access was argued by the Council, and SPEAK, and others; what did the planning inspector say? Government read it to say not required.

Q
SPEAK P&O will be the most mechanised port in England. Needs a 30% rail freight share, and funding from central government.

Q
Only 2 roads off Canvey Island? If problems at A13-Sadlers Farm roundabouts solved, will this ease the problem?

A
Feasibility studies from Essex County Council favour a link with the Manorway. Manorway to Orsett Cock is only 2 lanes, 3 are needed, requires £35,000,000; application in today.

Q
Publicity department, could they counter misinformation in the local press? It seems that local papers are doing publicity for ECC; the Yellow Advertiser front page stated that Thurrock Council were in discussion with Essex County Council about the proposed link road.

Q 
Rumour of a bridge over the Manorway at the Sorrels Roundabout?

A
Not from Thurrock Council. The Sorrels roundabout will be relocated into the field. 

No bridges, proposals for 2 crossings.

Q
I work for ECC, check there website.

Q
In the Echo, read proposed route via Wat Tyler Park. Cannot be done.

Q
ECC should work with Canvey Island to reduce the no of cars, not build more roads; stringent parking requirements needed for planning applications.

Q
Is a link road to be built?

A
Thurrock Council oppose it, a full council resolution oppose a 3rd link to Canvey Island.

Q
CO2 emissions, any reports on pollution?

A
Environmental assessment required, air quality, dust, noise, have not been done. With reference to P&O, significant measures are in place.

Q
GP’s report lung conditions near to the Manorway are the worst in Thurrock. We do not want to add to it with a Canvey Link.

Q
Noise; I cannot sit outside due to the noise.

A
Air pollution, noise assessments are the same document, a very thick document; even the mortality of Hares on the road are looked at.

Q
Can the Thames Gateway Development Corporation override the Council on the Canvey Island link?

A
No, but anything refused can go to Central Government on appeal.

Q
Meeting with P&O on Monday, are you more receptive to a link? 49,000 HGV link direct to the A13 and avoid the Manorway. Castle Point and Central Government to fund the improvements?

A
The Government made the decision to approve the Port; up to everyone to make the best of it. Not a lot of money available from them for improvements, vehicles should not get onto local roads even in an emergency situation. Road access required for Fire & Rescue, &, Refuse and Recycling, and to keep HGV’s out; the Police to manage the situation.

Q
What is the most effective way for Thurrock residents to oppose the proposed link to Canvey Island?

A
ECC members cannot discuss or answer questions, as this would bar them from future planning meetings on the proposed link.

4
Correspondence

a)
Letter of thanks from Stanford & Corringham Carnival, for our support, the charities Essex Air Ambulance, and Multiple Sclerosis, share £1300.

b)
South West Essex PCT, future of health care in South West Essex.

c)1)
Planning application, land by The Green, next to the community base, 2 applications, 3x3 bedroom flats; and 1x3 bedroom house.

c)2)
Fairview Chase, demolish garages and erect 2 homes.

c)3)
2 bedroom house in Scratton Road.

d)
4 consultation documents from Thurrock Council.

d)1)
Rights of way improvements.

d)2)
Children’s trust

d)3)
Licensed premises review.

d)4)
Landfill site, plans for new use of the land, nature reserve. Landfill will end in 2010, ready for use 2011.

e)
Website for Forums

f)
Neighbourhood policing, scheme changes

g)
Butts Lane, horticultural presentation for community orchards, trees can be planted between the footpath and the road.

h)
Saturday, South East Thurrock Master plan, everything from Butts Lane to P&O; urban practitioners have a duty to find out what can be done.

5
Police Report, Bradley Cox.

	
	Last 2 weeks
	12 week average

	Car theft
	2
	2

	Theft from motor vehicles
	Nil
	1

	Robbery
	1
	1

	Burglary
	1
	2

	
	
	


Detection rate is 60% for violent crime; 31% for all crime Stanford, Tilbury & Corringham.

Last year the figure for all crime was 16%. Double the rate very good.

Lots of PCSO’s around in Stanford and Corringham.

Stuart Hooper is interim Inspector; on neighbourhood watch and web site.

Q
Night watch?
Michael Armstrong, co-ordinator for Thurrock, is visiting Forums.

Q
PC Kench replacement?

“Beat Bobby” and PCSO’s on response teams. Shift patterns changing to have more on duty at peak call times.

Q
Nuisance motorcycles?

Borough wide problem, the council are looking to find land where motorcycles can be legally ridden. 2 meetings so far, support from some members. Some bikes have been seized by police.

6
Update on Community base.

Plastering and electrical work complete, the manholes cleared and capped. They are not our problem; dispute between Anglia Water and the Council. Locks required to prevent a recurrence.

Upper floor. Heating is required, money needed for furniture; paint and helpers. Citizen’s advice monthly workshop? Police may use on a weekly basis; about a 2-hour stint.

Lower floor. Storage, workshop; use with police as an Outreach centre for youth. Intend to purchase some noisy, high power radio cars. Food and drink? Kits may also be purchased to build.

Graffiti. Scott Irvin, BA, graffiti at Skateboard Park, untouched after 9 months. Get whiteboards and show how to do it properly.

Audience; get him to do my garage door!

No Councillors reports.

7
Treasurers report

Nationwide hold £4216; 

TSB hold £226.

£2,500 to come from Nationwide to pay building costs.

8
Any Other Business.

a)
New web site, visit
www.maps.thurrock.gov.uk

b)
Dave Sargeant
Thank you to all Police on carnival day, you were brilliant and did a very good job.

c)
Q
CCTV, how does it work, is it monitored, and how often is it asked for?

A
The only face you can ask to be shown to the public is your own, Police can request all images

d)
Traffic calming in the one-way section; cars using the bend opposite “The Way to the Raj” as a racetrack! What can we do about it?

e)
3 Roundabouts to be installed in the Corringham Road, at Billet lane, Adams Road, and at Rainbow Lane.

Meeting closed at 9.30 PM.

