Press Release 7th September 2010
Last Thursday’s meeting regarding proposals by Barrett Homes to build up to 350 dwellings on part of St Clere’s Golf Course in Stanford le Hope attracted over 200 local people. The meeting was chaired by Terry Piccolo Chair of the Stanford Forum who had been approached by local residents to help set the meeting up. Local Councillors Terry Hipsey and Eddie Hardiman along with Stephen Metcalf MP for East Thurrock were also on the top table to answer questions where possible and to listen to people’s concerns.

The meeting was well ordered and all those that wanted to speak had a chance to, with the rest of the meeting keeping good order while people were talking. Some interesting information was forth coming, it appears that Barratt’s have only taken out an option to purchase with the owners of the land, that purchase being dependant on planning permission being granted. The mood of the meeting was that local people should do everything in their power to fight this over development of the area. The adopted TTGDC South East Thurrock Master Plan only indicates the building of 30 houses in the area, whilst Thurrock Council’s emerging LDF indicates the possible release of three greenbelt sites in the whole of Stanford le Hope West with a potential for a  total of 328 properties. There is already a planning application, all be it on hold, for a development of 185 properties on the Manoy Way greenbelt release site, this being the case the maximum allowable on the other two sites would be 143 well below the 350 Barrett’s are proposing. The area of land Barrett’s draft plan relates to also appears to be twice the size of that which Thurrock Council’s LDF proposed to release.

The above along with residents concerns regarding traffic congestion, sewerage, lose of leisure facilities, and the extra demand on school’s Doctor’s and Dentist’s in the area, prompted them to ask for volunteers to form a steering group to fight the proposal. Twelve people readily agreed to form the group with a further 10 people agreeing to help deliver any future leaflets regarding the fight. Both local councillors and the MP assured residents that should an application be submitted they would represent the constituent’s wishes and asked to be invited to any further public meetings if an application is submitted.

The steering group will be meeting within the next couple of weeks with suggested actions so far, being to carryout out their own traffic census in Butts Lane, checking, school, Doctor and Dentist capacity in the area along with monitoring TTGDC site for an application. Ngage a local community organisation along with the Stanford Forum have offered their assistance in getting the steering group set up and for the time being more information on what is happening can be found at www.stanfordcf.org.uk       
Terry Piccolo who chaired the meeting said “ I was overwhelmed at the number of people who attended, whilst their mood was one of anger and outrage they conducted themselves with great restraint and my feeling are that they will do all they can to fight this proposed development, not on the grounds of nimbyism but by presenting reasoned arguments against it”   

