The Stanford Forum. 

Meeting held at the ETCA, at 7.00 PM, 8thOctober 2009


1
Apologies Received from Andrew Brown

Attending were Terry & Joan Piccolo, Jackie &Trevor Robe, Alan Farenden, Shirley & Peter Watson, Dave & Cherie Sargeant, Ted Howell, Mandy Monksfield, Steve Dickenson, Scott Fitzmaurice, Lynn Plunket, Ann & Ron Smith, Bill Fernicombe, & Wendy Mayo from NGage.

2
Minutes of the last Meeting. Signed as a true record Terry Piccolo, proposed Peter Watson, 2nd Ted Howell.

3 
Police Report, Scott Fitzmaurice.

4
Presentation on proposed changes at Snooker Hall, Bill Fernicombe.

I have been a landlord for 40 years, this will be a private members club, with security at the door and there will be no drinking to excess. Soft drinks, tea and coffee will be available, with CCTV inside and out.

Q? from Wendy Mayo, junior membership? Juniors only with an adult member present, and must be over 12 years old. 

Q? from Ron Smith, security inside ok, but what about spill out onto the street at 2AM? Alcohol causes problems, 11 calls to police in 18 months, some not attended. Fighting in the street, cars damaged while fighting on them.

Mandy, drink is a problem in Stanford, youth fighting, damage, why do doormen allow glasses to be taken outside? 

Q Terry, influx of people from other areas causing trouble? Scott yes, from Chadwell and Tilbury, I patrol the area regularly Friday and Saturday nights, crime is reducing

Q? Terry, have you a membership target number? A couple of hundred needed; I would not allow a member who causes trouble. 

Q? Terry, CCTV, on the street, the police could ask to view records? No problem, anytime. First club of this type in the UK, ideal premises. Wii, Scalectric track, Pool, Monopoly, aerobics, private function rooms.

Q? Ron, a member can sign another person in? Yes, but no entry to members or guests after 11PM.

Q? Terry, menu? Small menu.

Q? Ron, concept for people to have a good time; why sell alcohol?

Q? Terry, would you attend the Forum, or send a representative? Would like to attend Pub Watch; do we have one? 

No entry after 11PM, expect most members 18-30 years old, families with responsible adults and juniors 12 and over.

Gymnasium plan turned down? 




Terry to inquire. 

Wendy, Wii fit aerobics could be a community facility.

Terry, will ask for someone from Licensing to attend the next meeting if possible.

5
Public Forum, Funding Applications

a) The Hope Committee have requested £500 towards the Christmas lights; the quotation is for £3000. Agreed.

b) Annie O’Brien will be back again next year, can she assist at all, publicity, mail shot.

c) Park bench pictures, meeting with the council, funding application pack from the TTGDC, bench cost about £2000 when installed. Will ask if can make a 2nd application.

d) Friends of Hardie Park meeting. Rob Groves and many others attending; the council has raised some money for a mural in the underpass, but this is on hold due to other work needed. Need to contact DP World, lighting and the entrance need substantial work, the mural is best done afterwards.

Suggested that DP World best placed to fund the work.

Park does not have goal posts, needed for ad hoc football games.

Gates to the park need to be widened, emergency vehicles cannot get through.

e) Dog waste bin missing from the Billet Field Park.

f) Munchies sandwich bar is closing tomorrow.

6
Correspondence

a) Affiliated section, cabaret night.

b) Get on to Get on bus, Digital Photography at the ETCA 

Thursdays 930 to 12noon, 5th November - 3rd December.

c) Letter of thanks from Stanford and Corringham carnival; they have raised £1500 for charity, to be split 50/50 between Holiday Homes for the Handicapped and Corringham First Response.

d) Carnival Guild used the forum for there meeting; much reduced travel.

6
Forum Publicity, Advertising.

a) Thurrock’s Got Talent wristbands, with our web site on them. 

b) Thurrock Gazette, Wendy has met with the editor. Forum meeting dates and locations now in a block together.

c) Replacement trailer due soon, will need sign writing, alarm, hitch lock, padlock and chain.

d) Link to facebook!

7
Councillors Report; none.

8
Treasurers Report, Jackie Robe.

Unable to give report, discrepancy in accounts seems to show less in account than shown in passbooks. Terry & Jackie to review account.

9
Future Projects and Initiatives 

a) Cabaret night December 5th, £10 a ticket. Money needs to be paid by 29th October. OK to pay.

b) 8th November Remembrance Sunday, wreath to get. Jackie will arrange for wreath and lay on behalf of the Forum.

10
Any Other Business

a) Grays alcohol free zone, on the council web site for comment.

b) Wendy, council web site has a budget simulator.

Lots of services are provided by voluntary groups; if the community development budget is cut these groups will not be able to operate. The Thurrock Forums budget is £15,000; but raises £700,000 of outside funding

Dates of next Meetings 12th November & 10th December.

Meeting closed 9.15 PM.

