Minutes of The Butts Lane Development meeting held at St Cleres School Butts lane Stanford-le-Hope on Thursday 2nd September 2010 
Present Terry Piccolo (Stanford Forum) Chair, Cllr Terry Hipsey Cllr Eddie Hardiman,

Stephen Metcalfe MP, residents of the Butts Lane area, Trevor Robe (Stanford Forum) minutes

Meeting commenced 19:30

1 Welcome and Introductions

 Chair opened the meeting by introducing the panel and explained that the meeting was non-political, the local Councillors and MP were attending to understand the local resident's view
and may not be able to answer some questions as this could disqualify them from becoming involved once the application is submitted.

2 Reason for the meeting

The meeting had been arranged to discuss the proposed, but so far unsubmitted Planning Application to develop land in Butts Lane and for local Councillors and MP to understand the views of the local residents and to establish a Steering Committee.
3 Keynote Speaker

It was planned to have a keynote speaker from Thurrock Council Planning, unfortunately no one was available to attend due to other commitments.

4 Local Councillors

Cllr Hipsey Chair of Planning addressed the meeting stating that the planning application will be decided by Thames Gateway Development Corporation (TGDC)
He also stated that St Cleres was in the South East Thurrock master plan

He was interested to hear the views of the residents; he re-iterated that there may be some questions that he would not be able to answer as it may disqualify him at a later date.
Cllr Hardiman was next to speak, he stated that the proposed development was on green belt land and the size of the development was at this point uncertain.
He assured the residents that they had he's support.
5 Local MP

Stephen Metcalfe MP, addressed the meeting and again re-iterated that the planning was at an early stage and it may not be possible to answer all the question that could later disqualify him being fully involved in the future, he fully supported the meeting and went on to say that it was important that the residents made their voices heard.
6 Questions and Answer Session

A local resident stated that the Planning application was scheduled to be submitted January 2011, they went on to say that the developers Barratt Homes' had purchased  70 Hectares of land but only planned to build on 10 Hectares, they also voiced the concern that the currant sewage system is unable to support the development.
Q.  What is the cut of point for Thurrock Council and TGDC

A.  TGDC would decide on the planning application and Thurrock Council will be consultees.
Q.  It was stated that a ex member of Barratt Homes' board was also on the board of TGDC

A. Any member of Barratt Homes' board that also sits on the board of TGDC must declares an interest and will be disqualified from deciding on the planning application.
Q.  A question was put regarding the currant sewage system asking was it capable of handling the proposed development.

A.  Cllr Hardiman answered Stating that the currant system was not capable of supporting the proposed development, he went on to say that Anglian water could not afford the cost of upgrading the tank, some updates to shredder/cutters had been made in an attempt to solve the currant problem with sewage in Ruskin Road but it is not enough to support the proposed development.

Q. Why has Barratt Homes' bought 70 Hectares of land only to use 10

A. Possible answer is that Barratt Homes' have paid a sum of money on an option to purchase on the chance that the planning application is passed i.e. "Sold subject to planning permission"
Q. Is TGDC a Government department

A.  Cllr Hipsey explained to the meeting on how TGDC was established and how they have the power to approve planning over Thurrock Council, who can only pass applications of one hectare.
Q. What is the time scale once a planning application has been submitted to it being passed,
could it be passed within 4 months, or could it be longer dependant on how strong the opposition is

A. TGDC is part of a Government department HCA (Homes & Communities Agency)
An environmental impact assessment has to take place which takes a lot o work and is time consuming.
Q. What will Thurrock Council do in regard to the extra traffic generated by the development

A.  To object to the development on the grounds of traffic requires a large amount of evidence the suggestion is that the residents conduct a traffic census to form part of any opposition that is submitted.
7 Reasons to object and how to progress
· Form a steering committee

· Conduct a traffic census

· Monitor planning applications on Thurrock Council and TGDC websites

· Page will be set up on the Stanford Forum website where minutes of Steering committee meetings can be uploaded, Forum base can be used for meetings

· TGDC have to contact all statutory bodies 

· 35% of the development has to be affordable or social housing

· Do not put in objections too early, thereby allowing the developer to amend the application prior to planning meeting

· Development company have to demonstrate special circumstances why the development should go ahead on greenbelt land.
· Establish the current capacity of local schools.

8 Local Councillors and MP summed up the meeting

Cllr Hipsey thanked the meeting for turning up, and urged them not to give up the fight as the stronger the voice the harder it is for the developer.
Cllr Hardiman again thanked the meeting and said he supports the residents as it is a battle worth taking.
Stephen Metcalfe MP thanked the meeting saying that the Government was keen to hand power back to residents, he went on to say that the planning application was not a foregone conclusion and you the residents have the power to influence the decision, you need to get organised, as well as putting objections in as a group you should also put objections in personally as this will add more weight to the objection.

Many valid points have been made and asked to be kept up to date of the progress made, he also agreed to attend any meetings in the future once the planning application has been submitted.
Chair summed up thanking local Councillors, MP and residents for attending the meeting

and thanking people for giving everybody an opportunity to voice their opinions and have a say and offered to help out in the future where possible.

The meeting closed 21:05
