The Stanford Forum.

Meeting held at the ETCA, 13th May 2010, 7 30PM


1
Apologies received from Joan Piccolo.

Attending were Alan Farenden, Terry Piccolo, Trevor & Jackie Robe, Shirley & Peter Watson, Lynn Plunket, Dave & Cherie Sargeant, Paul Crewel, Andrew Brown, & Nigel Morgens.

2
Minutes of the last meeting. Apologies, March minutes not sent out, last meeting was AGM, to be looked at next year.

3
Police report, Lynn Plunket.

Last 4 weeks quite quiet, lucky compared to some areas.

Assault causing bodily harm 
2
Assault no injury 



 2

Burglary dwelling 


1
Burglary other



5

Criminal damage dwelling

1
Criminal damage other building
1

Criminal damage vehicle

4
Drugs possession


2

Harassment



2
Weapons possession


1

Public health



2
Public order



1

Sexual assault



1
Theft from motor vehicle

6

Theft other



8
Theft shoplifting


1

Terry, Have received some leaflets on the safer Thurrock partnership: some other areas in Thurrock have much higher levels of crime, but lower fear of crime. Stanford & Corringham have the lowest level of crime, but the highest fear of crime. 

I need to meet with the officers who will be in charge of the file for the Music Festival. Who is the Sargeant now? Vital that I have contact with a senior officer who can say, “Do this” and know that it will be done.

New Sargeant is Ann Slieker.

4
Public Forum, Funding applications

The budget for the forums is unchanged from last year; ours is £7400, plus £450 for administration costs.

a) Funding for the carnival, application can now go in.

b) TAFF meeting recommend that all forums should spend the bulk of their funding budget by December. Last year, some £70,000 of available funding was still not allocated by December. TAFF have asked the council for a breakdown of funding applications in October this year. The aim is to have between £110,000 -£120,000 allocated by December, leaving about £700 to each forum available after December.

c) Q use funding to clear river by the station? Should be cleaned by Environmental Department. Community payback team job; needs cleaning regularly.

d) Q additional tree planting in Stanford recreation ground, on hedge line?

e) Q improve signage for Stanford; leave the Manorway and no signs for Stanford. Cleaning and greening want less signs! Is there an area which is not well signposted? All to check and report back.

f) Q promotion of Stanford and businesses on web site? Have offered links to traders.

g) The flowerbeds near the park (junction Billet lane & Corringham Road); the wooden sleepers are all going rotten and breaking up. Fund with Viola or similar organisation? 

h) Flowerbed by the post office is just an obstacle with no plants. When planted, people just walked over it. Could it be a Cycle park and dog-secure area? 

i) Dog waste bin taken away from middle field, needs to be replaced. Was in the way of football pitch; needs to be where vehicle can service it.

5
Correspondence

Little correspondence, budget confirmation and Thurrock safety partnership.

6
Forum Publicity, Advertising.

a) Park benches have been installed; one needs to have some backfill. 

Confusion over pricing, prices were as estimate; was not aware bench with arms cost more. Took longer to confirm the location of benches, the one by the playground is off centre. Concrete finish is poor, and needs to be skimmed over; could engrave tile and tile the base.

b) Thurrock’s Got Talent, 13 contestants last Saturday, a good night, all were good acts. Winner £50 prize, several £10 prizes, raised money for music festival.

c) Trevor and Terry met with the Corringham Cosmos football teams, for photo shoot. Bags show the Stanford Forum name, used the new England team bus! Girls were the first to use it!

d) Trevor, posters for Music Festival, 3rd July. All bands booked, acts from Thurrock’s got talent. 10 bands for 10 years, timings roughed out, draft programme and flyer. 2 Stages; main stage 12 to 10 30PM,
 2nd stage in the garden, 12 to 8PM. 

Managing director of Redrow homes was a judge at Thurrock’s Got Talent, had a good night. Programme to printers by 24th May, 20,000 programmes, options for lead page include (1) write up about the carnival; (2) write up for Stanford festival; and (3) write up about the Forum.

e) Trailer sign writing still to be done, and metal sheeting inside for magnetic signs.

f) Have agreed with Annie O’Brien to take a page in the Stanford festival flyer, 20,000 leaflets, £200, subject to distribution plan.

7
Councillors Report; none.

8
Treasurers Report, Jackie Robe.

Lloyds account £6251
Nationwide account unchanged, £3980.

Invoices need to go onto computer.

9
Future Projects, Initiatives.

Mostly covered under public forum & funding applications. Need to update the local information cards showing councillors and MP.

Development in Victoria Road, many objections. Leaflet circulating, 35 signatures; many confused with the East Thurrock Master Plan

Bug Life say it needs a full environmental assessment of the fields, Environmental say it needs a full risk assessment on the floodplain. 

The only item which is not on the reserved matters list is access. Transport officer funded for 2 years, but who pays, what hours? £1100 per property section 106 money for health matters, expect further contributions to open areas for sports facilities. 

10
Any Other Business.

Peter & Shirley; If II get the minutes and agenda out early, can you print a copy of the agenda for the notice board? Yes.

We also need to mount the old notice board at the forum base.

Meeting Closed, 9 30 PM.

Dates of next meetings 10th June and 8th July, 7 30PM.

